Welcome to the Cedar Lake Improvement Board

Regular Public Meeting
February 20, 2026
Board Members
Carolyn Brummund Alcona County Commissioner

Jesse Campbell Alcona County Road Commission Rep.

Dave Dailey Greenbush Twp. Representative

Adam Kline Oscoda Township Manager
Terry Dutcher Iosco County Commissioner

Fred Strauer Iosco County Drain Commissioner

Rex Vaughn Citizen Riparian Representative



Cedar Lake Improvement Board
Regular Public Meeting & FOIA Appeal
Greenbush Township Hall
Greenbush, MI 48738
Friday, February 20, 2026
10:00 AM ET

Agenda (Revised In-Meeting)

. Call to Order.

. Roll Call.

. Conference Call Meeting Operating Protocol & Housekeeping.

a. Audio only, video services not available.

b. Please keep your phone muted until invited to speak by the Chair during Public
Comments or the FOIA Appeal.

. Public Comments.

. Approval of Agenda as Presented. (See changes noted below)

. Review and Approve Minutes from the December 12, 2025, Regular Meeting & Budget Public
Hearing.

. Old Business.

a. Kieser & Associates Update by Mark Kieser (call-in) on phosphorus, levels of E. coli, and
total coliform discovered in the northwest end of Cedar Lake.
i. Presentation of Technical Memo on the November groundwater testing results.
b. Update on Midwest Glacial Lakes Fish Habitat Partnership Grant administered by the
Fish & Wildlife Service.
i. Email exchange with Justin Chiotti, Habitat Biologist, USFWS — Fish and Aquatic
Conservation Program.

New Business.
a. Review and approve bills that were paid since the 12-12-2025 meeting or are now due.
i. Kelly VonFintel, Scribe Services for two (2) 2025 CLIB Meetings, $200.00 (paid).
ii. Kieser & Associates, Watershed Consulting Contract, professional services, Inv.
26-211, $1,499.00 (paid).
iii. Kieser & Associates, Watershed Consulting Contract, professional services, Inv.
25-207, $2,512.50 (paid).
iv. Alcona County Review, 2026 Regular Meeting Notice Display Ad, Inv. 30505,
$58.00, (paid).
v. Oscoda Press, 2026 Regular Meeting Notice Display Ad, Account # 99203325,
$116.88, (paid).
vi. Bloom Sluggett PC, professional services through 12-31-2025, Inv. 27639, $774.00,
(new).
vii. Bloom Sluggett PC, professional services through 12-31-2025, Inv. 27792, $102.00,
(new).
viii. Staley Lamp & Kraenzlein, PC, professional services for2026 budget preparation,
Inv. 43571, $750.00 (new).
ix. Rex Vaughn, reimbursement for office supplies (color printer ink), $61.87, (new).
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Cedar Lake Improvement Board
Regular Public Meeting & FOIA Appeal
Greenbush Township Hall
Greenbush, MI 48738
Friday, February 20, 2026
10:00 AM ET

Proposed Agenda
Cont’d,

b. Consumers Energy Foundation 2026 Planet Award Grant Opportunity.
i. Communication with CLIB Board.
1. 1/28/2026 Letter to the Board.
2. Kieser & Associates support.
a. K&A prepared the Letter of Intent, and if we make the first cut,
they will prepare the Formal Grant Application.
b. K&A'’s professional services for Letter of Intent and Formal Grant
Application provided at no cost to the CLIB.
Letter of Intent submitted 2/4/2026.
First cut date 2/23/2026.
If selected, full grant application due 3/11/2026.
. Award winners announced this Spring.
ii. CE Grant Info.

SRR

d.—FOIA Appeal. (Removed by motion, appellant withdrew the appeal during first Public
Comment session.)
i Timeline Revi

e. Correspondence received from local citizens. (Added by motion.)
9. Public Comment.
10. Next Regular Meeting Date: Friday, April 10, 2026.

11. Adjournment.
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Cedar Lake Improvement Board
Regular Public Meeting & FOIA Appeal
Greenbush Township Hall
Greenbush, MI 48738
Friday, February 20, 2026
10:00 AM ET

Proposed Agenda
Cont’d,

Cedar Lake Improvement Board Regular Public Meeting & FOIA Appeal
Public Access Instructions

Friday, February 20, 2026, at 10:00 AM ET

CONFERENCE CALL-IN INFORMATION:

To join the conference call, participants should call 302-202-1110 & enter Conference Code:
639770
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Cedar Lake Improvement Board
Regular Public Meeting & Public Hearing
Greenbush Township Hall
Greenbush, MI, 48738
Friday, December 12, 2025, 10:00 a.m.

Meeting called to order at 10:07 AM by Chairman Vaughn.

1. Board Roll Call. Present: Brummund, Kline, Dutcher, Vaughn. Absent: Campbell, Strauer, and
Dailey. Thereis a quorum.

2. Public Comment.

a.

Jeff Linderman, Oscoda Township, concerned about testing done in July and wanted to
know why the public was not notified about the elevated levels of E. coli.

Greg Weyhing, Cedar Lake Rd, Oscoda Township, Lakewood Shores, wanted to know if the
CLIB knew what Fred Strauer’s presentation at the Lakewood Shores board meeting (which
was cancelled due to weather) was going to be, and if it was going to be in his capacity as
Drain Commissioner or as a CLIB board member. Mr. Vaughn answered by saying it would
be in Mr. Strauer’s role as Drain Commissioner, and that the CLIB was not knowledgeable of
the content of the planned presentation. Mr. Dutcher then said that Mr. Strauer wanted
Oscoda Township to petition the Drain Commissioner for work on the Lakewood Shores
drains, but Dutcher was not sure if that is what the meeting was about.

3. Approval of 12/12/2025 Agenda as presented. Motion made by Brummond/Dutcher. Motion
carried.

4. Review and approve minutes from 10/10/2025 Regular Meeting as presented. Motion made by
Dutcher/Brummond. Motion carried.

5. Motion to recess meeting for 2026 Budget Public Hearing. Motion by Dutcher/Brummond. Motion
carried.

6. Open 2026 Budget Public Hearing.
ROLL CALL. Present: Brummond, Dutcher, Vaughn, Kline. Absent: Campbell, Strauer, and Dailey.
Quorum is present.

a.

Public notices were printed in local newspapers. Affidavits are in the mail to Vaughn.

b. Presentation of 2026 Proposed Budget. The budget is balanced with one transfer from the

d.

Fund balance to general account to support the 2026 budget.

. Glacial Lakes Fish Habitat Partnership grant is new for the year. $29,250 of the $84,310

grant will be recognized in the 2026 budget year. Itis a two-year grant. The grant has been
approved but the funds have not yet been released by the government.

A driveway will need to be installed on the property on the NW side of Cedar Lake. Thatis
under Watershed Construction Projects and Repairs. A quote is still needed for the
driveway.
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Cedar Lake Improvement Board, 12/12/2025 Public Hearing & Board Meeting Minutes (cont’d)

Nick Cordes, CPA, worked with Vaughn to put the budget together.
Open Public Comment:

i. GregWeyhing, Cedar Lake Road, Oscoda Township, asked what the $29,250
portion of the $84,320 federal grant will be used for. Vaughn stated that it would be
reviewed during the regular meeting.

ii.  No further public comments and no written comments received by the Board.
Brummond/Kline made the motion to close the 2026 Budget Public Hearing.
ROLL CALL: Brummond, YES, Dutcher, YES, Kline, YES, Vaughn, YES. Absent: Campbell,
Strauer, and Dailey. Motion carried.

7. Reconvene Regular Meeting.
ROLL CALL: Present: Brummund, Kline, Dutcher, Vaughn. Absent: Campbell, Strauer, and Dailey.
There is a quorum.

8. Recap of 2025 Actual CLIB Budget through 11/30/2025.

a.

CLIB spending for this year is projected to be $93,554.99. 2025 budget was $108,000, so we
will end the year below budget. No budget amendments will need to be made for 2025.
The 2026 Balanced Budget will require a transfer out of the fund balance by $5,287.

. There will be draws against the Glacial Lakes Fish Habitat Partnership grant through the

federal payment system which is set up already. We are just waiting for the funds to be
released.
Final Review of 2026 CLIB Proposed Budget and consider adoption of 2026 Budget
Resolution.
i.  Motion made by Brummond/Dutcher to approve the 2026 Budget Resolution No.
2025-1 for $147,157.00.
ii. ROLL CALL: Brummond, YES, Dutcher, YES, Kline, YES, Vaughn, YES. Absent:
Campbell, Strauer, and Dailey. Motion carries. Resolution passed.
iii. 2026 Budget Resolution 2025-1 was read aloud in full by Chairman Vaughn.

9. Old Business.

a.

Update on elevated levels of phosphorus, E. coli, and total coliform discovered in the
northwest end of Cedar Lake.

i.  Vaughn reminded the Board that District Health Department #2 and EGLE chose to
take no action once they were made aware of the elevated levels of E. coli and
phosphorus inJuly. Neither entity felt it was enough to take any action. Not
satisfied with the response of the two regulatory agencies, and as recommended
by our consultant, CLIB continued with further testing in August and November.

ii. MarkKieser (Kieser & Associates) gave a very thorough update (via phone) on
phosphorus, elevated levels of E. coli, and total coliform in the NW end of Cedar
Lake. Please see the extensive (86 pages) Technical Memorandum prepared by
Kieser & Associates titled “Cedar Lake Nearshore and Tributary Monitoring to
Assess Possible Phosphorous Sources Stimulating Nuisance Algal Growths Near
Jones Ditch” posted on the CLIB website and included in the emailed Board Packet.
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Cedar Lake Improvement Board, 12/12/2025 Public Hearing & Board Meeting Minutes (cont’d)

Mr. Kieser also updated the Board on the November shallow ground water samples
collected on 11/24/2025. SRP (soluble reactive phosphorous) in half of the wells
was relatively low. There were a couple of wells, moving south from Jones Ditch,
that had concentration of roughly 30 parts per billion of phosphorous. That
indicates that there could be some septic system leachate getting into the lake, but
there was no E. coli, and little total coliform in the groundwater samples. Very
poor site conditions prevented collecting shallow groundwater samples on CLIB
property north of Jones Ditch. K&A will try again in the spring to collect shallow
ground water samples along the shoreline of the CLIB property.

DNA testing of some of the shallow ground water samples will take place next year.
Samples already taken will be used as they have been properly frozen and stored at
the lab in Traverse City.

b. Update on Midwest Glacial lakes Fish Habitat Partnership Grant.

10. New Business.

Correspondence with Justin Chiotti, Habitat Biologist, states grant funding release
time is indefinite. We have to wait until the Department of Interior reviews all of the
presidential executive orders to make sure our grant complies with their criteria.

a. FY 2025 Audit Engagement Letter from Straley, Lamp & Kraenzlein, P.C. Chairrequests
motion to authorize his signing of the Engagement Letter to retain Nick Cordes as our
auditor. The Auditor fee will be $3,500, same as previous years. Dutcher/Brummond made
motion to authorize the Chair to sign the Engagement Letter for the 2026 audit for $3,500.
ROLL CALL: Brummond, YES, Dutcher, YES, Kline, YES, Vaughn, YES. Absent: Campbell,
Strauer, and Dailey.

b. Rewew and approve bills that have been paid since the 10/10/2025 meeting or are now due.

Vi.

Vii.

viii.

Kieser & Associates, Watershed Consulting contract, professional services, Inv.
25-187, $16,608.15 (new).

Bloom Sluggett PC, professional services through 11/30/2025, Inv. 27499,
$1,140.00, (new).

Mike’s Computer Repair, CLIB Website Updates October through 12/3/2025, Inv.
1938, $97.50 (new).

Alcona County Review, 2026 budget Public Hearing Notice Display ad, Inv. 230463,
$105.13, (new).

Oscoda Press, 2026 Budget Public Hearing Notice Display Ad, Account #99203325,
$189.75, (new).

Rex Vaughn, reimbursement for office supplies (printer paper and laser printer
toner), $220.95 (paid).

New invoice presented by Pat Dailey for 2025 Scribe & Fiduciary
services,12/12/2025 Invoice, $507.50 (new).

Brummond/Dutcher made motion to approve invoices (i) through (vii) as described.
ROLL CALL: Brummond, YES, Dutcher, YES, Kline, YES, Vaughn, YES. Absent:
Campbell, Strauer, and Dailey.
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Cedar Lake Improvement Board, 12/12/2025 Public Hearing & Board Meeting Minutes (cont’d)

c. 2026 Meeting Schedule.
i.  Proposed that the CLIB meet five times in 2026. Fridays: Feb.20, April 10, July 10,

Oct. 9, Dec. 11.

ii.  Dutcher/Kline made motion to adopt the 2026 meeting schedule as presented.
ROLL CALL: Brummond, YES, Dutcher, YES, Kline, YES, Vaughn, YES. Absent:
Campbell, Strauer, and Dailey. Motion carries.

11. FOIA Request for information concerning events from April 1-Oct. 31, 2025, related to high levels
of phosphorus and E. coli.
a. FOIAreceived 10/30/2025.
b. FOIA 10-day letterissued 11/6/2025.
c. FOIAResponse letterissued 11/20/2025. Granted in part and denied in part as described in

the letter.
d. Informed requestor, who was present at the meeting, that it will take the Board until

approximately January 31, 2026, to fulfill the FOIA request.

12. Public Comment.
a. John Klocek, Greenbush Township, asked if board members were informed about the

contamination in July.
b. Jeff Linderman, Oscoda Township, asked additional questions about board members being
informed about the contamination in July.

13. Next regular meeting: Friday, February 20, 2026, at 10 AM at the Greenbush Township Hall.

14. Motion to adjourn by Dutcher/Vaughn. All Ayes. Motion carried, adjourned at 11:39 AM.
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CEDAR LAKE IMPROVEMENT BOARD

ALCONA COUNTY & I0SCO COUNTY

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-1

At a regular meeting of the Cedar Lake Improvement Board (the “Lake Board™) held on
December 12, 2025, beginning at 10:00 a.m. at the Greenbush Township Hall, the following
Resolution was offered for adoption by Lake Board Member Carolyn Brummund and was
seconded by Lake Board Member Terry Dutcher:

A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE CEDAR LAKE IMPROVEMENT BOARD 2026
ANNUAL BUDGET

WHEREAS, Section 30927 of Part 309 of Public Act 1994 (MCL 324.30927) requires
that the Lake Board adopt an annual budget;

WHEREAS, the Uniform Budgeting and Accounting Act, Public Act 2 of 1968, as
amended by Public Act 621 of 1978, requires that the Lake Board hold a public hearing prior to
the adoption of the annual budget;

WHEREAS, the Lake Board has convened a public hearing on the proposed annual
budget after the publication of notice as required by law; and

WHEREAS, the Lake Board has considered the proposed annual budget and any
comments made at the public hearing related to the annual budget.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS:

1. The Lake Board hereby adopts the Cedar Lake Improvement Board 2026 Annual Budget in
the total amount of $147,157.00 (copy attached as Exhibit A) as its general appropriations act
pursuant to the Uniform Budgeting and Accounting Act.

2. The Lake Board expenditures pursuant to the annual budget, the amendment of the budget, the
transfer of funds thereunder and other matters pertaining to financial operations pursuant to the
budget shall be subject to applicable provisions of the Uniform Budgeting and Accounting Act
and other applicable law.

3. This resolution shall become effective upon signature.



The vote on the motion to adopt this Resolution was as follows:

YEAS: Carolyn Brummund, Terry Dutcher, Adam Kline, Rex Vaughn

NAYS: None

ABSENT: David Dailey, Jesse Campbell, Fred Strauer

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the above is a Resolution adopted by the Cedar Lake Improvement Board at
the date and place stated above pursuant to the required statutory procedures.

Respectfully submitted,
V2 Yiaeg L

Dated: December 12, 2025 By: Rex Vaughn

Its: Chairman



Revenue

220-000-451.000
220-000-451.001
220-000-524.000
220-000-665.000
220-000-665.100
220-000-693.000

Expenditures

220-570-801.000
220-570-801.001
220-570-805.000
220-570-805.001
220-570-727.000
220-570-728.000
220-570-802.010
220-570-802.100
220-570-967.000
220-570-967.001
220-570-803.000
220-570-971.000
220-570-803.100
220-570-971.100
220-570-806.000
220-570-804.000
220-570-861.000
220-570-901.000
220-570-820.000
220-570-932.000
220-570-961.000
220-570-969.000
220-570-933.000
220-570-805.002
220-570-808.000
220-570-975.000
220-570-809.000

Cedar Lake Improvement Board Proposed 2026 Budget - Exhibit A

2025 Projected

-based on December Projected Activity

2023 Budget | 2023 Actual | 2024 Budget 2024 Actual 2025 Budget YTD 2026 Budget

Spec. Assessment - Greenbush Twp 65,850.00 66,457.50 65,850.00 68,789.54 65,850.00 66,159.00 65,850.00
Spec. Assessment - Oscoda Twp 48,450.00 47,373.36 47,373.00 47,932.41 46,650.00 43,050.00 46,650.00
Glacial Lakes Fish Habitat Partnership Grant 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 29,250.00
Interest Income - Bank Deposits 100.00 78.12 80.00 77.19 80.00 118.62 120.00
Interest Income - CD Interest 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Sale of Excess Property @ Jones Ditch 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 43,406.15 0.00
(Transfer To/From Fund Balance) 16,362.00 9,831.33 0.00 -23,431.70 -4,580.00 -59,178.78 5,287.00
Total Revenue 130,762.00 123,740.31 113,303.00 93,367.44  108,000.00 93,554.99 147,157.00

Beginning Bank Balance 123,748.07 113,916.74 137,482.34

Ending Bank Balance 113,916.74 137,482.34 196,660.72

Certificate of Deposit 0.00 0.00 0.00

Total Assets 113,916.74 137,482.34 196,660.72

Net Change By Year -11,016.05 23,565.60 59,178.38

2025 Projected

2023 Budget | 2023 Actual | 2024 Budget 2024 Actual 2025 Budget YTD 2026 Budget

Scribe/Recording Secretary 290.00 290.00 500.00 0.00 1,000.00 840.00 550.00
Fiduciary 290.00 290.00 500.00 0.00 1,000.00 840.00 550.00
Biennial Audit 3,500.00 4,500.00 3,500.00 3,500.00 0.00 0.00 3,500.00
Legal & CPA Consultation Fees 2,500.00 7,528.00 5,000.00 2,411.00 2,400.00 7,666.00 7,500.00
Office Supplies 250.00 124.98 250.00 403.39 500.00 416.64 500.00
Postage & PO Box 70.00 136.50 150.00 74.00 150.00 78.00 100.00
Lake Management Contract 12,000.00 11,480.80 14,448.00 15,731.35 15,206.00 15,445.60 15,627.00
Limnologist Special Projects 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Natural Shoreline Projects 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Fisheries Projects 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Consulting Engineering Contract 50,000.00 47,447.49 31,948.00 35,651.50 31,746.00 47,975.90 40,280.00
Construction Projects 0.00 199.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Fish Habitat Partnership Grant Consulting 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 29,250.00
Fish Habitat Partnership Grant Construction 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
EGLE Berm Permit Appeal 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Lake Herbicide Treatment Contract 40,000.00 34,383.59 40,000.00 28,426.90 40,000.00 16,213.98 30,000.00
Board Travel Reimbursement 600.00 865.96 250.00 0.00 250.00 0.00 250.00
Advertising/Meetings Incl. SAD 250.00 4,062.24 3,500.00 1,881.94 3,500.00 1,939.13 2,750.00
SAD Legal & Eng. Services 1,000.00 0.00 1,000.00 0.00 1,000.00 0.00 1,000.00
Rainfall Instrument Repair/Replacement 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Bank Charges (Oscoda) 120.00 0.00 0.00 35.00 50.00 0.00 50.00
Contingency 2,000.00 0.00 2,817.00 0.00 2,548.00 0.00 2,500.00
Watershed Construction Projects & Repair 5,000.00 0.00 5,000.00 0.00 5,000.00 0.00 5,000.00
Liability Insurance 0.00 801.00 900.00 858.00 900.00 947.00 1,000.00
Website Services & Support 0.00 0.00 1,540.00 877.50 750.00 455.00 750.00
Jones Ditch Acquisition & Disposition 12,892.00 11,630.75 2,000.00 3,516.86 2,000.00 187.74 5,000.00
Water Quality/Sampling/Analysis 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 550.00 1,000.00
Totals: 130,762.00 123,740.31 113,303.00 93,367.44  108,000.00 93,554.99 147,157.00




Technical

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE & ENGINEERING Memorandum

To: Rex Vaughn, Chair Date: February 18, 2026
Cedar Lake Improvement Board

From: Mark Kieser, Senior Scientist cc: Project Files
Marwan Al Hinaai, Project Scientist
Kieser & Associates, LLC

RE: Shallow Groundwater Investigation Results for Areas Adjacent to Jones
Ditch on Cedar Lake Conducted on November 24, 2025

1. Site Overview

On November 24, 2025, K&A installed six temporary shallow groundwater wells along
approximately 150 feet of shoreline on Cedar Lake, just south of Jones Ditch (Figure 1).
The wells were placed along the residential shoreline beginning near the wetland
transition at the northern end of this area extending south across two properties.

The northern property included two wells, while four wells were installed on the adjacent
southern property. The southern-most well was located approximately 35 feet from the
southern property boundary. This boundary was identified by the landowner who was
present during K&A siting of initial sampling locations.
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Figure 1. Six temporary shallow groundwater wells installed and sampled on November
24, 2025 in the vicinity of Jones Ditch.
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This groundwater sampling was a follow-up to recommendations from K&A’s November
18, 2025 Technical Memorandum to the CLIB discussing findings of surface water
testing on August 27, 2025.

One-inch diameter stainless steel well screens (one foot in length) with stainless steel
riser pipe were spaced roughly 25 feet apart and manually driven to depths of
approximately 1.5-2.0 feet below ground surface. All well materials were power-washed
before installation. Subsequent decontamination included a 10% bleach solution rinse,
followed by a deionized water rinse. Groundwater was encountered at depths comparable
to the adjacent lake water elevation. All wells were positioned approximately 5-10 feet
inland from the shoreline.

The southern property showed evidence of recent shoreline disturbance (beach sand
regrading) across an approximately 15 to 20-foot wide strip along the length of the
property. Soils appeared to have been removed and replaced with beach sand containing
remnants of grass. The disturbed sandy areas showed strong evidence of recent goose
activity, including visible goose footprints and fecal material. The property owner
reported that approximately 50-100 geese had been congregating in this area earlier in the
week.

The shoreline lacked riparian vegetation and consisted of a mowed lawn extending to the
water’s edge. Given the extent of goose activity, microbial source tracking via PCR
analysis for goose DNA was recommended for shallow groundwater samples collected
along this segment of shoreline.

2. Groundwater Well Performance and Sample Collection

The northern-most well yielded limited groundwater and produced insufficient volume
for PCR filtration (500 mL requirement). However, samples were otherwise collected

from this well for E. coli, total coliforms, and soluble reactive phosphorus (SRP). The

remaining five wells produced sufficient water for all analytical parameters, including

PCR filtration for subsequent DNA analysis where deemed appropriate.

Options to also sample surface flows in Jones Ditch were abandoned. At the foot bridge
crossing Jones Ditch from the northern residential property to the CLIB property on the
north side of the ditch, no measurable flow was observed.

At the Jones Ditch CLIB property, a temporary stainless steel well screen and riser
(approximately 6 feet in length) were installed roughly 15 feet lakeward from the former
lawn’s edge and directly downgradient of the former septic tank and drain field identified
in documentation provided by the CLIB. No groundwater recovery was achieved, and
therefore no samples were collected at this CLIB property location.
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3. Groundwater Characteristics

Several shallow groundwater wells exhibited field observations of note including:
e A faint hydrogen sulfide odor was detected in select wells

e Groundwater Well #1 appeared slightly turbid during sampling
e Groundwater Well #3 exhibited a reddish coloration
e Remaining wells were generally clear
Ground surfaces on most shoreline areas were as spongy while traversing these properties

indicating a high groundwater table. Additionally, luxurious green grass growth was
noted north of the southern residence, suggesting localized nutrient enrichment.

4. Sampling Methods and Handling

All groundwater samples were collected using low-flow peristaltic pumping techniques.
Each well was purged of approximately 1.0-1.5 gallons of water for approximately 15
minutes prior to sampling. Dedicated new sample tubing was used for each well to
minimize cross-contamination. Decontamination procedures included:

o Silicone tubing rinsed with ~15% dilute bleach

e Followed by a distilled water rinse
o Final deionized water rinse prior to reusing

Samples were stored on ice immediately after collection and transported the same day to
analytical laboratories.

5. Laboratory Submittals

Microbial Analyses

Samples for E. coli and total coliforms were submitted to Enviro Lab Services, Inc. in
Oscoda, Michigan on November 24, 2025. Collection of groundwater samples occurred
between approximately 10:30 AM and 12:30 PM; delivery to the lab was completed by
1:30 PM.

Nutrient Analysis

Samples for SRP were filtered within four hours of collection and submitted to Great
Lakes Environmental Center (GLEC) laboratory in Traverse City, Michigan, on the same
date of collection.

PCR Analysis

Five groundwater samples were filtered for PCR analysis and placed on ice for same day
delivery to GLEC. GLEC then froze samples according to PCR protocol. Samples for
subsequent DNA-specific determinations will be performed by GLEC on select samples
based on coordination between K&A and CLIB representative, Rex Vaughn.
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6. Groundwater Sampling Results

Table 1 summarizes SRP and bacteria testing results for groundwater sampling on
November 24, 2025. (Attachment A contains copies of lab reports.) Figure 2 shows SRP
results mapped for all six groundwater wells. SRP concentrations ranged from 2.9 pg/L
to 30.4 png/L. Based on recent and extensive groundwater sampling along shorelines of
Black Lake (Cheboygan County), background SRP concentrations along undeveloped or
unimpacted shorelines are about 2 pg/L. Thus, measured SRP levels generally above 2
ug/L may suggest a local septic system drain field source.

E. coli was detected in only two wells at very low levels: well #3 at 1 CFU/100 mL, and
well #4 at 4 CFU/100mL. Total coliform bacteria were detected in all groundwater
samples ranging from 2 to 83 CFU/100mL. The highest total coliform count and the
highest SRP level were both observed in temporary groundwater well #5. Avian sourcing
of bacteria cannot be ruled out based on landowner observations of large gatherings of
geese at these shoreline locations.

Table 1. Summary of nearshore groundwater sampling results from November 11, 2025
K&A monitoring.

Total

Sample SRP E. coli Coliform

Description (ug/’L) (CFU/100ml) | (CFU/100ml)
Temporary GW-1 10.2 ND 40
Temporary GW-2 53 ND 32
Temporary GW-3 3.5 1 30
Temporary GW-4 2.9 4 24
Temporary GW-5 304 ND 83
Temporary GW-6 13 ND 2

7. Jones Ditch and Septic System Considerations

The absence of measurable flow at the Jones Ditch foot bridge prevented direct
evaluation during this event of potential surface water phosphorus and bacterial
discharges. Historical data suggest the presence of E. coli within the ditch, though at
lower concentrations than those observed near the ditch mouth. It was noted in field
observations that the northern property’s septic drain field (on the south side of Jones
Ditch) may have potential hydraulic connectivity with Jones Ditch due to its close
proximity. This transport pathway may demand further evaluation.

Conversations with the second homeowner at the southern-most shoreline property
examined, indicated that the original cottage was demolished approximately two years
prior to this sampling event with the new home having a drain field set back from the
house towards West Cedar Lake Road. The owner described an old 6-inch corrugated
drain tile he found during new construction. The tile line extend from the former structure
toward a buried gravel field located between the shoreline and the original cottage. This
gravel bed would have been approximately 50-75 feet from the shoreline. The drain tile
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was removed by the new owner, but not the gravel bed. The highest shoreline
concentrations of SRP (30.4 and 13 pg/L) were observed downgradient of the historic
gravel bed described by the current owner.

U Fet=
=

T

—

Legend
@ SRP(ug/L)

Figure 2. SRP levels (ug/L) at the six temporary shallow groundwater wells at Jones
Ditch based on November 11, 2025 sampling.

ZOOft, Z.EJ :

8. Wildlife Observations

No definitive evidence of beaver activity was found within approximately 50 feet of the
shoreline along the CLIB property or nearby areas at the time of the November 24, 2025
sampling event. Though these observations were incidental and not part of a specific
wildlife survey, beavers are mammals and shed fecal bacteria, including E. coli, in their
waste. However, the impact level depends on population density and hydrology;
therefore, in small ditches or wetlands, it is important to look for signs of wildlife sources
that could contribute to bacterial signals. Such observations will continue to be
considered in future 2026 bacterial and phosphorus sampling in this area of Jones Ditch.

9. Key Findings and Recommendations

Key Observations
e Minor aesthetic indicators of reducing conditions (odor, discoloration) in select

wells suggest the possible presence of degrading organic waste associated with
septic system leachate.
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Shallow groundwater appears to be impacted by SRP in at least 5 of the 6 Cedar
Lake shoreline locations sampled. The concentration of 30.4 pg/L in front of a
former septic system gravel bed is sufficient to stimulate luxuriant Chara growth
observed in the summer of 2025 at this shoreline location. The highest
nearshore/in-lake surface water concentration at this location was 3.3 pug/L from
K&A’s August 27, 2025 monitoring. This abandoned gravel field may continue to
leach soluble phosphorus into the near future.

Non-detect to low level E. coli counts in groundwater at the shoreline suggest that
previously noted bacterial levels in nearshore surface waters from August 2025
sampling are not likely associated with the two active residential septic systems.
Strong evidence of concentrated goose activity along the disturbed sandy
shoreline of the southern residence may suggest avian fecal deposits as a source
of observed bacteria in groundwater (and previously in surface water sampling).

Recommendations

1.

Complete PCR analyses to evaluate human contributions to microbial loading
from select November 11, 2025 samples.

Consider additional analysis of existing PCR samples for mammalian and/or
avian DNA sources.

Conduct follow-up sampling during periods of measurable Jones Ditch flow in the
spring of 2026 for SRP, bacteria and PCR analyses.

Evaluate septic system proximity and potential hydrologic connectivity to surface
waters along Jones Ditch.

Consider additional groundwater sample collection on the CLIB property in
relation to the former septic system.

Consider PCR analysis of additional shoreline surface water samples collected in
the summer of 2026.

Consider nearshore/in-lake groundwater testing along this shoreline in 2026.
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ATTACHMENT A

Laboratory Reports for November 24, 2025 Groundwater
Sampling on Cedar Lake
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GLEC
S

Great Lakes Environmental Center

CHAIN OF CUSTODY RECORD

GREAT LAKES ENVIRONMENTAL CENTER, INC.

Traverse City, Ml - Laboratory
739 Hastings Street
Traverse City, MI 49686

www.glec.com

Phone (231)941-2230

Fax (231)941-2240

SW = SURFACE WATER

GW = GROUNDWATER

AO = AQUATIC ORGANISM

Section I. Section Il. Section IV.
Submitting Company: ¢ Requested Analysis
Q&r < A's$od, ! p‘k S VLT |project Name: CC(L/FLN "
Report Results To: ' 'c%
W ese e ieter—on SS 0 va. '{:5 Co Project Number: E
Address: c
53¢ E. M.l Moo A ve. She. 289 Ko lowrazoo [P0 S
Phone: E-rhail: ' Sampled by: (initials) 3
&@ =54¢-7/17 fg.& a be.r-c_s o GLEC Client__ M (L q i
Section IIl. Sample Information at Collection % §
Sample Information Grab or Filtered| Sample Containers 6
# |GLEC No.| Sample Identification Date Time Matrix |Composite| Preservative] YorN | Type Size | No. 5
1 rgonrg GW-| (112925 10:20 | €O GEL e Y 1as | [V
2 Cr G- | - 10:35 | « ~ - ol | v [~
3 v L Ww-3 t [¢: 10 e % — ( Lo e v g
4 Ty ;w’l,’, -0 ":"o L, v — Y . oo ' = o
*e L o’ . Y] t ‘/
5 e 6w -5 12: 06 ~ Y .
6 0 C w-b - 1 .90 o - i Y e = 1 | T
7
8 g 1 I 20000
Client Notes: Recelived above temp, Dut Teceived same day das sampted—hse—120525
RELEASED BY / ORGANIZATION DATE TIME RECEIVED BY / ORGANIZATION DATE TIME
Print Name & Organization: . Print Name & Organization
Masre Klese— <. A 1RY-IE 4130 Pl
Signature Signat / . .
tf aed 0. )< - %/ o A— 124129 1.2 30
Print Name & Organization Print Name & Organization
Signature Signature
FOR LAB USE ONLY SWP((S i itered by CcliewnF
Temperature of Samples; I - © °C Initials: TN Bottle ID 4, if applicable oW~ “1’ O Received on Wet Ice
Notes/Anomalies/Discrepancies:
GLEC may subcontract out analyses that we do not perform.
MATRIX CODES: S = SEDIMENT E = EFFLUENT SL=SLUDGE



bcook
Typewritten Text
Received above temp, but received same day as sampled. bsc 120525
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Justin:

Thanks for the update.

Kindest Regards,

Rex Vaughn
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Justin:

I'have a Cedar Lake Improvement Board meeting on Friday, February 20 th "and one of the
agenda items is an update on the status of the grant. Is there any OnewO news | can report?

Please let me know.

Kindest Regards,


mailto:justin_chiotti@fws.gov
mailto:rvaughn@tir.com
mailto:mkieser@kieser-associates.com
mailto:justin_chiotti@fws.gov
mailto:rvaughn@tir.com
mailto:justin_chiotti@fws.gov

INVOICE

DATE:
December 17, 2025

CLIENT JOB
Kelly VonFintel Scribe
QTY DESCRIPTION

1 October 2025 CLIB Meeting Minutes

| 1 December 2025 CLIB Meeting Minutes

TO: Cedar Lake improve. Board
C/O Carolyn Brummond

106 5th Street

Harrisville M1 48740

PAYMENT TERMS DUE DATE

Due on receipt 1/15/2026 —}

UNIT PRICE LINE TOTAL

100.00 100.00
100.00 100.00
SUBTOTAL 200.00

TOTAL 200.00
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ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE & ENGINEERING
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&HGDU /DNH ,PSURYHPHQW %G
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&HGDU /DNH ,PSURYHPHQW %G
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+\GUDXOLF FDOFXODWLRQ RI -RQHV 'LWEFK |
3UHSDULQJ ILIJXUHV IRU DQQXDO UHSRUW
'UDIWLQJ DQQXDO UHSRUW DQG ILIJXUHV
'UDIWLQJ DQQXDO UHSRUW DQG ILIJXUHYV
RUNLQJ ZLWK - -DFREVRQ WR XSGDWH -RQH
'UDIWLQJ UHSRUW DQG ILIJXUHV LQFOXGL
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8SGDWHV WR GUDIW K\GURORJ\ UHSRUW LQ
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&HGDU /DNH ,PSURYHPHQW 0D\ $SULO N XGIHW
7DVN '"HVFULSWLRQ ;;\)\,/VKDROUI]H%Q 119 119 19 19 19 ,19722,7&$(l' e 3 5H7PRDV\II_[(;)?
7DVN %X :JH\ﬁ WR WR WR WR WR '$7( 7DVN V
7DVN D &/,% OHHWLQJV
7DVN E &/,% OHHWLQJV 'LUHFW &RVWV
7DVN D &/,% &RRUGLQDWLRQ
7DVN E &/,% &RRUGLQDWLRQ 'LUHFW &RVWYV
7DVN D :DWHUVKHG ODQDJHPHQW 30DQ :03 8SGDWHV SHPDLQLQJ &RQWUDEKW %XGJH
7DVN D )LVKHULHV +DELWDW $QDO\VLV RI /DNH DQG 7ULEXWDU\ S5HPDLQLQJ RKRQWUDFW,
7DVN D $QQXDO +\GURORJ\ ORQLWRULQJ 3URJUDP 6WOQGDUG /RJJHU ODLQW ([ 9LvVLWV
7DVN E $QQXDO +\GURORJ\ ORQLWRULQJ 3URJUDP -RQHV &UHHN 'PWD $QDO\JLV 2SWLRPV
7DVN F $QQXDO +\GURORJ\ ORQLWRULQJ 3URJUDP 2QJRLQJ 6KHUPIDQ &UHHN BQDO\VLV
7DVN | $QQXDO +\GURORJ\ ORQLWRULQJ 3URJUDP $QQKDO 5HSRUWLQJ
7DVN 1IHDUVKRUH 6DPSOLQJ
7DVN 6KDOORZ *: 6DPSOLQJ
7RWDO %XGJHW
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Alcona County Review
P.0.Box 548 111 Lake St.
Harrisville, MI 48740
989-724-6384

Bill To

Cedar Lake Improvement Board
P.O. Box 53
Greenbush, M| 48738

Date

Invoice

Invoice #

12/31/2025

30505

Terms: Due upon receipt.

P.0. No.
Date Description Qty Rate Amount
12/24/2025 2026 Meeting Schedule 7.25 58.00
Sales Tax 6.00% 0.00
Total $58.00




Affidavit of Publication

In the Matter of 2026 Regular Meeting Schedule ~ Cedar Lake Improvement Board

STATE OFMICHIGAN, S
COUNTY OFALCONA

Cheryl L. Peterson being first duly
sworn, says that she is the publisher of
the Alcona County Review, a newspa-
per published in Alcona County, Michi-
gan, in the English language for the
dissemination of local or transmitted
newsand intelligence of a general char-
acter and legal news, which is a duly
qualified newspaper, and thatannexed
heretois a copy of a certain order taken
from said newspaper, in which the or-
der was published on:

December 24, 2025

’ \_/l \y L/( /3/\/\
/ gmryl L. Peterson

Subscribed and sworn to before me this

'U{' day of O@C : 2025

Gt ey

James Earl Berry

Notary Public for Alcona County,
Acting in Alcona County

My Commission Expires 7-24-2031

CEDAR LAKE IMPROVEMENT BOARD
2026 REGULAR MEETING SCHEDULE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Cedar Lake
Improvement Board (CLIB) will hold Regular Public
Meetings in 2026 according to the following schedule:

Friday, Feb. 20, 2026
Friday, April 10, 2026
Friday, July 10, 2026
Friday, Oct. 9, 2026
Friday, Dec. 11, 2026

These meetings will be held at 10:00 AM at the
Greenbush Township Hall, 5039 Campbell Street,
Greenbush, MI 48738. If the date, location, or time of the
meeting must be changed or the meeting cancelled,
notice will be given according to the Open Meetings Act.

Pursuant to ADA, individuals with disabilities may
request aids/services within a reasonable time to
participate in a meeting by contacting the CLIB
Chairman at (810) 516-6686.

For further information, please contact the CLIB
Chairman at (810) 516-6686.




losco County News Herald/Oscoda Press Advertising Statement 17
BILLING DATE TERMS OF PAYMENT
110 W State St.

P.O.Box 72
East Tawas, Ml 48730

12/31/2025

BILLED ACCOUNT NO. AGENCY/CLIENT

99203325 99203325

NAME OF AGENCY/CLIENT

BILLED ACCOUNT

Cedar Lake Improvement Board c/o Treasurer
P.O. Box 53
Greenbush, Ml 48738

Cedar Lake Improvement Board c/o Treasurer

TOTAL

DATE TRANS # DESCRIPTION INS SAU INCHES RATE  AMOUNT
11/30/2025 Balance Forward ) 0.98 ‘7V70 OOW
© 12/03/2025 | 304350462 | NOTICE OF PUBLIC 1 | 2xes | 1300| o000 | 1se75| 18975
12/23/2025 | 402276820 | Payment Check 1866 1866 / -189.75 0.00
12/24/2025 | 304350907 | DISPLAY AD - 01180773 1 2x3.75 7.50 0.00 116.88 116.88

CURRENT 1-30 31 - 60 61 - 90 91- 120 TOTAL NET AMOUNT DUE

$ 116.88 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $116.88

We impose a Surcharge of 3.99% on credit| I you desire to charge this amount to your credit card, please complete the following information
cards that is not greater than our cost of and return to the address below: [ ] Visa [ ] Mastercard [ ] Discover [ ] American Express

acceptance.. PLEASE RETURN THIS Acct Exp Date:
PORTION WITH YOUR REMITTANCE '

Signature Civ Zip Code

AMOUNT-REMITTED

BILLED ACCOUNT NO: : BILLED-ACCOUNT NAME

99203325 Cedar Lake Improvement Board c/o
Payment in full is due upon receipt of the statement. A
REMIT-TO service charge on all balances over 30 days will be
: ' ] computed by a 'Periodic Rate’ of 1-1/2% per month, which
losco County News Herald/Oscoda Pres is an ANNUAL PERCENTAGE RATE OF 18%, this applies
to the previous balance after deducting current payments
P.O.Box 616 and credits appearing on your statement.

West Frankfort, IL 62896

Phone: 989-362-3456 Remittance Advice
Fax: 989-362-6601

TAW992033250000000000011L488




Bloom Sluggett, PC

161 Ottawa Ave NW, Ste. 400
Grand Rapids, M1 49503
(616) 965-9340

January 13, 2026

Cedar Lake Improvement Board
Attn: Rex Vaughn, Chairperson
PO Box 53

Greenbush, Ml 48738

Re: 19627-001
Cedar Lake Improvement Board

Enclosed is invoice 27639, which covers services through 12/31/2025. This invoice, dated 1/13/2026, is for
$774.00. Prompt payment of your total balance is appreciated and is due 30 days from invoice date.

Billing Summary

Total for services rendered $774.00
Total expenses S0.00
Total previous balance $1,140.00

Total payments and other transactions (51,140.00)

If you have questions, please call us at (616) 965-9340. Thank you.

Enclosure



Bloom Sluggett, PG

161 Ottawa Ave NW, Ste. 400
Grand Rapids, M1 49503
{616} 965-9340

February 5, 2026

Cedar Lake Improvement Board
Attn: Rex Vaughn, Chairperson
PO Box 53

Greenbush, M| 48738

Re: 19627-001
2 wwmmer~.Cedar.Lake ImprovementBoard __ . __. . . . . . .

- ——fen P— . ———

Enclosed is invoice 27792, which covers services through 1/31/2026. This invoice, dated 2/5/2026, is for
$102.00. Prompt payment of your total balance is appreciated and is due 30 days from invoice date.

Billing Summary
Total for services rendered , $102.00
Total expenses $0.00
Total previous balance $774.00
Total payments and other transactions $0.00

Y

BalanceDue . . . e e e T $8760Q§

If you have questions, please call us at (616) 965-9340. Thank you.

e . %= v e i ey grmnz e ir o e L e e e YR L T e e - e o e e o R

Enclosure



Straley Lamp éc

K 1 ) 2106 U.S. 23 South

P.0..Box 738
raénzicin Pp.C. Npen TS
P Telephone: (989) 356-4531

Facsimile: (989) 356-0494

Certified Public Accountants www.silcpa.com

Cedar Lake Improvement Board
PO Box 53 , Invoice: 43573

Greenbush, MI 48738 Date: 12/31/2025

Due Date:  02/02/2026

Cedar Lake Improvement Board

e lBﬂé‘g@fﬁSSlStaﬂCeM‘—"“—‘ S 2 N N S-S . < < ~\.$.’ZSQOO..,-_~_._,:N_~

Billed Time & Expenses $750.00
Invoice Total $750.00

Date Type Reference Debit Credit Balance
12/01/25 Beginning Balance ) $0.00
12/31/25 Invoice #43573 750.00 750.00
12/31/25 Amount Due $750.00

*PAYMENTS RECEIVED AFTER INVOICE DATE ARE NOT REFLECTED IN BALANCE DUE*

y Please return this portion with payment g

Invoice: 43573
ID: 25840 Date: 12/31/2025
Cedar Lake Improvement Board Due Date:  02/02/2026
Amount Due: $750.00

Amount Enclosed: $



sam’s club >

Dec 17,2025
Order 10380447395

Shipping items(1)

REX VAUGHN
6295 PINECROFT CT
FLINT, M1 48532

Epson EcoTank 502 Ink Bottles Value Club Pack Qty1 $58.37
Subtotal $58.37
Shipping Free
Sales tax $3.50
Total $61.87
@ 9746 $61.87

Credit cards aren’t charged until your order ships or you pick it up at the club. If you see a pending
charge before this, it’s an authorization hold to ensure the funds are available
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To All:

A few days ago, Carolyn sent me a notice (copy below) from Consumers
Energy announcing the Consumers Energy 2026 Planet Award. The grant
could be worth up to $250,000 to a single entity like the CLIB. Because the
deadline for a letter of intent is 5 PM on February 4, 2026, | asked Mark
Kieser to review the grant and make a recommendation on whether it was
worth our while to apply. He answered in the affirmative.

This led to a 3-way call today with Rich Castle, Consumers Community
Affairs Manager - Northeast Michigan, Mark Kieser, and me. Our first
concern was would a lake board qualify for the grant based on the
descriptions included in the grant documentation. Rich stated that since the
CLIB is a governmental body composed of elected officials (and one
volunteer) from 2 counties and 2 townships in northeast Michigan, we do
gualify. We then presented a project concept to him that advances the
second phase of the Jones Ditch project. It was warmly received, and Rich
encouraged us to submit a letter of intent ASAP.

Mark has agreed to prepare the letter of intent, and if we make the first cut,
to prepare the formal grant application. Those professional services will be
provided at no cost to the CLIB.

Since there is no risk to the CLIB, | have asked Mark to proceed. Please let
me know if you disagree.

Kindest Regards,

Rex Vaughn
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Thank you for your submission. Your application has been submitted successfully, and the
tracking number is 68867.0nce an internal review process has taken place, grant proposa
reviewed by the Consumers Energy FoundationOs board of directors on a quarterly basis,
at the end of each quarter. Once a decision has been made, applicants will be notibed wh
their grant proposal has been accepted or declined. To access your applications, please ¢
the link below.

https://www.grantrequest.com/SID_1482/?SA=AM

For your records, here is a copy of the contents of your application.

2026 $500,000 Planet Awards Letter of Intent

Organization Information
,Please note: this program will automatically log you out after 2 hours. Click
""Save" often to avoid losing your work.
!
I
I !

Organization Name "Organization Legal Name

Cedar Lake Improvement Board ICedar Lake Improvement Board

Max ID ' !
|38-3268769 l
Mailing Address !
|PO Box 53 !
City IState "Zip Code

Greenbush IMI I48738

Phone ~ IWebsite

810-516-6686 'https://cedarlakeib.org

ISocial Media Handles !
IIf you are active on social media, please list the platforms and corresponding handles. [

|
IPlease provide a brief statement of your organization's mission and background. !
The Cedar Lake Improvement Board (CLIB) was formed by township (Greenbush
& Oscoda)and county (Alcona & losco) governments under Part 309 of Michigan
Public Act 451 in the mid-nineties. The Board's mission is to undertake any lake
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improvement projects that provide a public benefit (exclusive of legal lake levels,
idams, & augmentation wells). The CLIB manages aquatic invasive species control,!
implemented improvements projects in the wetlands supporting the lake, and
developed an EPA approved watershed management plan in 2011, and a 2025
update presently under state review.

The Consumers Energy Foundation understands and appreciates that

building an organization or program centered around valuing differences,

fairness, inclusivity, and accessibility is an ongoing process. We are

linterested in learning more about your organization's commitment to these !
principles. In a few sentences, please describe your organization's

commitment to a culture of inclusion and belonging and how you

demonstrate that commitment.

As a governmentally appointed body through Part 309 of Michigan Public Act 451,
most board members are formally appointed local township or county

governmental elected officials or employees and follow prevailing programs of their
respective jurisdictions. The at-large member of the CLIB is a lake riparian, not
representing organizations on the board other than those associated with other
riparian owners such as the Alcona/losco Cedar Lake Association (AICLA). The
AICLA is a 501c3 that is comprised of a board and membership consisting of
lakeshore residents and any interested member of the public. Since 2010, this
organization has led watershed management planning efforts with the CLIB that
have intentionally engaged the public in such plans. Watershed OstakeholdersO
representing the lake, township and county community have always been publicly |
invited to engage in the process, as well as local and state officials and
conservation organizations over the years. Also on the lake are two neighborhood
membership organizations (Property Owner Associations) with well over 1,000
members that offer shared lake access amenities to off-lake owners and their
guests. There is one public beach on the lake maintained by Greenbush Township,
and several platted lake access locations for off-lake resident use. The Michigan
Department of Natural Resources maintains a public boat launch on the eastern
shore of Cedar Lake in losco County where no boat launch fees are required. As
such, there is unlimited public access and involvement in Cedar Lake uses and
management.

'Annual Budget !
|147157.00 !

How did you hear about the Planet Awards? !
|Promotional email from CE. !

Contact Information
,Please note: this program will automatically log you out after 2 hours. Click
""Save" often to avoid losing your work.
[
I
I !




Prefix IFirst Name MI "Last Name

<None> IRex IR 'Vaughn
'Pronouns !
! !
Title !
|Board Chairman l
Office Phone IExtension IOffice Fax 'Cell Phone "E-mail
810-516-6686 ' ‘ I810-516-6686 rvaughn@tir.co

! ! ! 'm

'No Check this box if the contact for this request is the same as the contact listed

above.
Prefix IFirst Name Ml ILast Name
<None> IMark IS 'Kieser
'Pronouns | ' ' !
! !
Title !
|Senior Scientist !
Office Phone IExtension IOffice Fax 'ICell Phone "E-mail

269-344-7117 269-217-6372 mkieser@kieser-
! ! : lassociates.com

Proposal Summary
,Please note: this program will automatically log you out after 2 hours. Click
""Save" often to avoid losing your work.
!
y
! !

IAmount Requested: !
IThe Amount Requested should be between $100,000 and $250,000. !

|250000 |
IProject Budget: !

IThe Amount Requested should be more than 50% of the total Project Budget. !

|460000 ,

e ——————— .~ E—
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'Name of project or program: |
Supporting Cedar Lake Wetland and Habitat Restoration by Overcoming
Challenging Impediments with Railroad Culvert Hydraulic Barriers in Alcona |
‘County, Ml

IProject Goal !
lin one sentence, describe the goal of the program/project. [

Develop a collaborative strategy with the local railroad to replace or improve failing
culverts to restore full hydrologic and ecological connectivity between Cedar Lake
'and up to 1,500 acres of directly upstream wetlands as a model to overcome
railroad culvert restoration barriers.

IProject Summary !
lin a few short sentences, please describe the overall purpose and desired outcomes of the program/project. [

The 1,075-acre Cedar Lake spans Alcona and losco Counties in Northern Lower
Michigan. It suffers from insufficient summer water volume to maintain desired
ecologically and recreationally balanced water levels. Transportation infrastructure
associated with roadways and a railroad, have for more than half a century,
substantially disconnected the lake from its wetland-dominated watershed. Full
hydrologic reconnection with its watershed is critical for Cedar Lake level and
ecological management. The last twenty years of lake restoration efforts with
roadways have addressed traditional road culvert challenges. Six railroad culverts,
some likely 70 years old, remain as barriers to full hydrologic reconnection to
wetland drainage reaching the lake, splitting in half the 3,035 acres of forested |
‘wetlands in the 3,613-acre watershed. The challenges of working with railroads to
improve stream crossings greatly diminishes stream and habitat restoration
opportunities not only for Cedar Lake, but for thousands of crossings in the upper
Midwest and Pacific Northwest based on compiled research. This often relates to
federal access limitations, other capital infrastructure priorities, and stringent
engineering requirements. The proposed project will support local watershed
management efforts to effectuate railroad culvert improvements and/or
replacements to improve Cedar Lake. Lessons learned will be transformed for
strategy applications in Michigan.

IPurpose of Funding: !
lin a few short sentences, please describe how the funding from this specific Foundation grant will be used. !

Grant funding will directly support Lake State Railroad project collaboration,
conceptual engineering design of all six railroad culverts, and re-construction of
potentially up to two railroad culverts over a proposed 2-year project timeframe. A
parallel, U.S. Fish & Wildlife-approved Midwest Glacial Lakes Partnership
(MWGLP) grant will fund the restoration of 200 feet of Jones Ditch in the northwest
Cedar Lake watershed rehabilitating a degraded ditch and connecting the lake with
‘approximately 500 acres of upstream wetland pike spawning habitat. Restoration
improvement of railroad culverts will eventually reconnect the lake to nearly 1,500
acres of watershed wetlands, tripling spawning habitat and delivering clean

wetland flows to the lake year-round. Monitoring will ensure measurable hydrologic
and ecological objectives in the Cedar Lake Watershed Management Plan.

What Michigan counties will your project impact? !
|AIcona and losco Counties !

Project Start Date: "Project End Date:
5/4/2026 If your project or program is only one day long, please re-enter the start date.




I4/28/2028
IOPTIONAL.: Attach any supporting documentation.

IRemember to click Upload after selecting your file.

|Attachment. pdf

Project Impact
,Please note: this program will automatically log you out after 2 hours. Click
""Save" often to avoid losing your work.
!
I
I

How does your project align with our priority to protect/preserve or restore

land, freshwater bodies, or air quality in Michigan?

IPreference is given to projects that include clear, measurable outcomes that improve or protect air, land, or water
resources.

The project directly protects and improves MichiganOs water quality by restoring
natural hydrologic function between Cedar Lake and its upstream wetlands. This
will in turn, enhance nutrient retention, move wetland water volumes to the lake to
help naturally maintain ecologically and recreationally balanced water levels and
provide vast fisheries spawning habitat once reconnected to the lake. By
addressing legacy infrastructure barriers and restoring natural stream morphology,
the project advances long-term protection of freshwater resources, fish
populations, and recreational water quality in northern Michigan. Naturally
stabilized flows with restored wetland hydrology will help potentially avoid multi-
million $ investments in augmentation wells that may otherwise be necessary to
artificially maintain Cedar Lake levels.

Importantly, the challenging barrier of working with railroads will be explored with
Lake State Railroad where strategic outcomes recognize both constraints and
benefits of infrastructure management that flow to all parties and the environment.
For Cedar Lake, this would result in reconnection of nearly one-half of the wetland-
dominated watershed. In Michigan, it is estimated that over 94,000 road-related
aquatic barriers exist throughout the state; only 3,606 such culverts have been
inventoried. A smaller proportion (0.3%) of inventoried culverts are associated with
railroad crossings, despite there being over 2,000 railroad-stream crossings
throughout in Michigan. These estimates not only display a lack of culvert inventory
throughout the state, but also the importance of assessing railroad culvert
restoration needs that otherwise go unaddressed because of challenges with
infrastructure access. This project will collaboratively work with the Lake State
Railroad to determine how such barriers can be strategically overcome at Cedar
Lake to serve as a model for other stream restoration efforts in Michigan.
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Lake State Railway Company

750 N Washington Ave * Saginaw, MI 48607
Phone 989.393.9800 * Fax 989.757.2134

January 19, 2024

Mr. Rex Vaughn, Chair

Cedar Lake Improvement Board
PO Box 53

Greenbush MI 48738

RE: Letter of Commitment for Collaboration with the Cedar Lake Improvement Board for a
Midwest Glacial Lakes Partnership Grant entitled, “Acre for Acre Restoration of Lake
Hydrology and Pike Spawning Habitat for the 1,075-acre Cedar Lake (Iosco/Alcona Counties,
MI)?O

Dear Mr. Vaughn:

The Lake State Railway Company (LSRC) is aware of your interest in examining the two most
northern culverts under the northern section of our rail line from Kings Corner Road to E.
Wissmiller Road in Greenbush Twp, Alcona County, MI. It is LSRC’s understanding that other
waterway improvements have been undertaken within the watershed that shown improvement to
hydrology and fish habitat. LSRC’s track bisects the watershed and wetlands. As expressed by
your consultant, lake hydrology and fish habitat improvements could be realized if the culverts
beneath LSRC’s track crossings were improved.

Lake State Railway Company understands that these potential culvert improvements would be a
part of Cedar Lake Improvement Board’s proposed Phase 2 efforts to develop conceptual
engineering options for these potential culvert replacements. LSRC has a permitting process for
working on railroad property. You will need to complete a “Right of Entry Application” with a
site drawing and insurance certificate for the CLIB and engineering representatives to further
examine design options for suitable culverts. LSRC commits to collaborating with the CLIB to
provide permitted access with a compliant access application, and review culvert options with
the CLIB that meet your interests for improved lake conditions and conform to our prevailing
“Contractor Instructions” for right-of-way work.

We recognize that if the CLIB is successful in their grant application, that Phase 2 would likely
be initiated in 2025 with potential culvert design options completed for this grant-funded project
in 2026. We further recognize that through your proposed collaboration with LSRC, funding for
a Phase 3 culvert replacement project could be sought in the future if culvert improvements meet
both parties needs.



Lake Slate Railway Company

750 N Washington Ave * Saginaw, MI 48607
Phone 989.393.9800 » Fax 989.757.2134

As such, LSRC commits to collaborating with the CLIB and their representatives for assessing
culvert replacement options under your proposed Phase 2 grant project.

L

Thomas Klemm
Chief Engineer
Lake State Railway Company



onsmers ) o 713)80:18< 8=

FOUNDATION

"HS$%8 (V*&E&H+ - & &

0%11%,/'2'3"+4,1*

"% P& () $'H-. $8)0123&' 3 HM"1+321568L+ BANE ()H+H( $'H#+-.8 $934"3-13( $
BL+-H( 2 H+-. S+&<30HEY"H P& () H+( $'H+. $&)'0123&' $H6;( $A&*)'323#( $2"+3<%L'0 $
+8&> $5. $3'<H(23- $3'$>"12:( $*&(2 $3%:&+21'2 $285934"3-1' $2$3%; #8648 $&)+$:61H2 $1'0 $
934"3-1"( $+&(:#+32.=

' $%& (M S+ $/8)0123&( S@BLHBAS1+0( $L+#S2"#$7344R B2 +##HSBCDEDDB-+12 $
+&)'0( $3'SEDER2&2163'$BGLS36638BA00323&' LG+HH)#(2($7&%$+8:;&(16( $>36m# $1"8)'4#0  $
B12#B' R"# $H1+ F&L"# IO#E&;6HA>1+0( H'0 FD+&(H#+3H>1+0( 3

"t SEDEGHHA3;3# 2(R TR # $OBLHIA> 1-+0( $H#+# BH32RB1(2:83248 D32RBA1+4"#28 § BIK $
L@#

$

"4 S@61HBAS1+0( $>36H+&<30HSL($)4"  $1(SBECEDDEHR&R>& &G &+# $934"3-1' $&:+&732($
13*3- REFIM# $1$&(323<#3%142 R R'#W212#:(61'08S 124+ BRGL3G"H P& ()H+( $H+-. $
1&)01238' S3@)++#26 5144423 BH22HEL TR 242 &R " # EDERD61HIA>1+0( SN#2:GIM# $L$
&(323<B*;142 B'934"3-1' R&-#2"#+O

$4(?28%/@'&A*3B(*&HC'1"44,+8%]@'0%?A%@ (/D1)(/EF'<(&*+'(/E'8%+
"% $%& () S+, $/&)0123& $3BO#03412#0 $28#()+3- $934"3-1' $"1( $>&+6MA61(($
"12)+16$ +#H(&)FAH#($ 5. $ 7)'03- $ +&+1%( $ 2"12% (2+#-2"H $ #H<B+&*H?216 $ #0)4123&'Q$
(2#>1+0("3;8 §+#(H+<#934"3-1( $U2)+16%#1)2.8 F'0 $-#O)A# $F<3+&*#216 $B*142 $"# $
"12)+16 $H#(&)+AH(SL+HYHO =

I"3($H1+8R"H$8)'01238' BHHHMI'- BH22HRTB 2H2 REX);;&+2 $+&R#A2B*+8&<3- B34"3-1%( $
BB+ 2 B'R"HFE&B68>3F12H-&+3H(S

N1'0

I"HS%&' () H#+(S$, #+-.$/8)'0123&'$();;&+2($'&';+&732$&+-1'3T123&'($2"12$13*$
28$;+8&2#428%; +#(#+<#8$1'0$+#(28+#$61'0$3'$934"3-1'8$>"34"$3'46) 0#($
+&2#423'-$1'0$3*;+&<3'-$934"3-1'U($'12)+16$5#1)2.$1'0$>360637#$"153212=
V12#+
W)+$7+#(">12#+$1'0$6 LMH#(SO0#* 1'0$-+#12$4 1 +#=$!"#+#7 &+#8$>#$();: & +2$

'8 +&732$8+-1'3T123& (BHHM3I-$28$; +#(#+<#$1'0$3*;+&<#$>12#+$H)1632.$3'$8) +$
X+#12SNIM#(8$1'0$&)+$7+#(">12#+$5803#($2"12$76&>$3'2&$2"#*=

A3+

VH#$();;&+2$'&';+&732$&+-1'3T1238& ($(#H#M3'-$28$+#0)4#$41+5&'$3'$934"3-1":($
13+$1'0$3*;+&<#$13+$H)1632.=

"# $O&'(#+( FH+-. $&)0123&' BF)0#0 K. &1,  D&'123&'(8 $&2 B'46)0#0 B'$H(2&*#+ $
+12#6%


https://www.consumersenergy.com/news-releases/news-release-details/2025/04/17/consumers-energy-foundation-gives-500k-for-2025-planet-award-winners
https://www.consumersenergy.com/news-releases/news-release-details/2025/04/17/consumers-energy-foundation-gives-500k-for-2025-planet-award-winners
https://www.consumersenergy.com/news-releases/news-release-details/2025/04/17/consumers-energy-foundation-gives-500k-for-2025-planet-award-winners
https://www.consumersenergy.com/news-releases/news-release-details/2025/04/17/consumers-energy-foundation-gives-500k-for-2025-planet-award-winners
https://www.consumersenergy.com/news-releases/news-release-details/2025/04/17/consumers-energy-foundation-gives-500k-for-2025-planet-award-winners
https://www.consumersenergy.com/news-releases/news-release-details/2025/04/17/consumers-energy-foundation-gives-500k-for-2025-planet-award-winners
https://www.consumersenergy.com/news-releases/news-release-details/2025/04/17/consumers-energy-foundation-gives-500k-for-2025-planet-award-winners
https://www.consumersenergy.com/news-releases/news-release-details/2025/04/17/consumers-energy-foundation-gives-500k-for-2025-planet-award-winners
https://www.consumersenergy.com/news-releases/news-release-details/2025/04/17/consumers-energy-foundation-gives-500k-for-2025-planet-award-winners

/consumers Energy

FOUNDATION
=HH™ L& +)*&E&X 1, I&H& K>*(EBY%/*L'MLE6'30',/'<*E/*1E(CFN*#+"(+C'OF'5657

I"# W& () H#+( §H+-. $&)01238' $B3'<32#4934"3-1' $&';+&732( R&H)5*32 $ P#22/48 3242 V&
H+#( RHIB2HHH(B'H;6.3- FE&HEDERD6IH#IA>1+0 B W& ()*#+( $#+-. $8)01238&' $
>368<16)12# H 66#22/8R B3'2#'2 %)5+32216(H'0 FHOHAZR"# R&; $+AR#A2R " 128##2 R'#$+&+1* $
1'0 $#63-3536@232#+FV+-1'3T123&' (R"12F1M# R"#B3IR"+&)-" R"# B#22M8 TR 2#2 $+&4#(( $-36H
5# $3'<32#5285()5*32 $1$7)681 ;6341238 $LB3'<32#087)681;;634123&'( $1+#50)# $&' $&BSHT&+H
V#0'#(01.8 $1+4" SCEHEDERS@+#7#+#'45>366# $10# 'H);&+2 B +&RH#A2R" 128 HHMR &
(#A)+# SH+*1'#2  $1'0 $H)1'2373156%+#()62€ A* ' EXEB%/* -, +' 1"#$%8&&%6/(@ B*&8*+ ' %/&*189%61
M66'30 ',/ '<*E/*1E(CF 'N*#+"(+C'CF5657=

8G(+E'=*H"%+*$*/81'1:BY% @ %0#96BU&C  J+%68*+%(

1" POH22BR TR 212 F3E2"# $73+42H; $3'$L 2>&R2#; $1;,634123&' $+&A4AH(( $2"125>36B-1#()6 53 $2"#$
1>1+0 $87A); R&BECEDDE3'$7)'03- $#+ $+#43;3# 2)BCDEDDIRE 2168 8&)+ §+&RH42Q;+&-+1*$
+HH)H(2$B67886#(R2"1' BCGDEDDRK4R)+$+1'2 $36H# HB#(R"1' A KA "#$+&R#42Q;+&-+1*$
5)0-#28 $# H(MR"12$&) K)5%32 H $+1'2 $H#H)H#(2H(3- W)+$+#-)61+9@NAd,!1$+1'2 $1;:634123&' $
&' R)+$#5(32#%

18 $5#$#63-356#8$166$1;;6341'2($7&+$2"#S@6 1 H2SA>1+0($*) (25 ##2$2"#$7866&>3'-$4+32#+31S

| 0%1'03012#($*)(2$54$1$CDG YAZY[ZS FAH; 2$8+-1'3T123&'SW]$*)'343;1632.$W$
THO#+166 . $+#4&-'3THOSL'031'$I+3516SX&<H+"H# 280#(4+35#0$3'$L1%$I#423&'S
AMDGY1ZY_DZ'$

| 061'030124($*)(2$& #+12#$3'$934"3-1'$&+$" 1<H#S1$: +&R#A2$2" 1 2$5# #732($934"3-1"
| 1"+ &RHA2$Y) (2534 142$1$24++328+.$2" 1 PEBLH0$5.$%68 () 4+ (S, H-+-.

| 0%1'03012#($*)(2$()5*32$1$6#224+$& 7$3'2#'2$5. $CSDDS@9$& ' $/#5+)1+.$_S8SEDEF’
| [)0($41"82$5HS) (HOS28$H " 1 MHE8+$3* +&<HSV& ( H+(S, - $:+&H#+2.

| [)0($41"82$5HS) (HOST&+SHH+-.  PHE12#0$;+&R#4A2($8+$4&(2(

| 1HS%& () H+(S, - $/&) 01238 '$*) (2$54#$2" #$* LR&+32.$48&'2+35)2&+$Y CGa$&+$*&+#ZS$
28:$&<#+166$7)'03-$7&+$2"H#S$: +&:&(#0$:+&R#42"

| X+ 128 SL+HHSH HA240$28$1 224 051 $+#H)3+#0SA"HAMS: +H(# 21238 SH<#2$&+$-+1'2$
1"&) A1 251 252" H$Y6&' () #-+($, H+-.$/8) 0123&":($03(4+#23&"

| X+1'24($%)(2$;+&<30#$0121$366) (2+123"-$,&(323<#$3*; 142$28$934"3- 1" ($#'<3+&#'2$
&'$1'$1")16$51(3($)' 236$4&*;6#23&'$& T$2" #$; +&RH#42$&+$5#.8'0°$1'0

| 0%1'03012#($*)(2$;+&<30#$3'7&+*1238&'B&'$1' . $& -&3'-$*13'24 1 AHS+#H)3+#+4'2($
HAH((1+.$28$13'213'S; + &RHA2S5H# HT32($1'0$" 8>$2" & (HS H#H0($>36 6 $5#$*#2=

P&&HH - &*/&' 3+ 7+11

1&$ ()5*32 $ 1$ N#22# &B L2#2$% 7&% 1% EDEB @61#% A>1+08% ;6#1(# $ <3(I
"22:( RQ>>>AE' () H+(#'H+-. A&*Q4&**)'32.Q7&)'0123&' Q:61#2=

LE+&* 2408 $6H#L(# %3- B BAR2"H+>3(HH+H#1248 BE&-3 REEH-3' DHEH#AHEDERD61#IA>1+0( $
N#22HR T 2#2c B'R"# D+8&;0&>' $#) =

[&+% *&+#$ 3T7&+*123&'$S 158&)2$ 2"#$ W&'(H+H( $ jH+-. $ /&)0123&8 $ <3
S>> Y& H+-.  A&*Q/&)0123&8 =



https://www.consumersenergy.com/company/what-we-do/service-territories
https://www.consumersenergy.com/community/foundation/planet
https://www.consumersenergy.com/community/foundation/planet
https://www.consumersenergy.com/community/foundation/planet
https://www.consumersenergy.com/community/foundation/planet
https://www.consumersenergy.com/community/foundation/planet
https://www.consumersenergy.com/community/foundation/planet
https://www.consumersenergy.com/community/foundation/planet
https://www.consumersenergy.com/community/foundation/planet
http://www.consumersenergy.com/community/foundation
http://www.consumersenergy.com/community/foundation
http://www.consumersenergy.com/community/foundation
http://www.consumersenergy.com/community/foundation
http://www.consumersenergy.com/community/foundation
https://www.consumersenergy.com/community/foundation/grant-seekers

"1#3%&'()*$
+'-./

Consumers Energy

FOUNDATION

"H#$96" %8 ()$*+%0+(%,-&' (#$%.,*/,0"123%4"156%7"+$'% (‘%" 'S
0::-,+9%"%A$++$'%6(<%, 1+$1+%=>?@A%<('%"3%-*/%"3%BCDE6
<'(-%+/$%F(13:-$'3%G 1$'0H%I(:15"+,(1J%!$'$23%/ (7K

I"#$9%&()*+,"-).%)/'#0'1/#2"(20'3

01/1*R3(/45)-/6()-789:35;<34(."*13( (%
43"1%-('$%";(:+%+/$%CECLY%M4"1$+%N7"53%"15%
3:5-,+%H('%>?@J%>? @3%"'$%5:$%; HHDKEE%M.%(1%
0%$51$35"H6%I1$;":""H%P6%CECLJ

4/5/%6/')-8%7%5(&%-)'#0'1/#2"(20'89

Q/$%F(13:-$'3%G1$'0H%I(:15"+,(1%7,44% '$#,$7%>? @ 3%<('%
&'()$*+3%<(*:3$5%(1%&'$3%'#,106%&'(+$*+,106% ('%$1/"1*,10%
,¥1,0"123%4"156%7"+$'6%('%",'I%%N&&4,*"1+3%7,44%;$%1(+,<,S
+/$%3+"+:3%(<%+/$,'%>? @%;H%I$;".""H% CR6%CECLJ

"H$%&'7"..(::.%5(8%-) #0';(25<'==

Q(&%"&&4,*"1+3%7,44%;%$%,1#,+$5%+(%3:;-,+%"%<:44%"&&4,*"+
+/"+%7,44%;$%5:$%;H%."*/%SS6%CECLI%Q/$%CECL%M4"1$+
7,11$'3%7,44%;$%"11(:1*$5%+/,3%9&',10J


https://www.consumersenergy.com/community-engagement/foundation

>2-&/5&%)7?";%5<%?() @A'B)6%2-)$/)&

F(13:-$'3%G1$'0H%,3 %$5,*"+$5%+(%$13:,10%.,*/,0"1%/"3%7(45 T4"33%1"+:"4% '$3(:*$3%;H%<:15,10%
&'(0™-3%"15%('0"1,U"+,(13%+/"+%3+'$10+/$1%P1#,'(1-$1+"4%3+$7"53/,&6%& ' $3$ #$%+/$%1"+:"'4%;$": +H%
(<%.,*/,0"1%"15%'$5:*$%$1#,"(1-$1+"4%,-&"*+%7/$1%1"+:" 4% '$3(:*$3%"$%:3$5J

N3%&"+%(<%+/,3%*(--,+-$1+6%+/$%F(13:-$'3%GC1$'0H%I(:15"+,(1  V +HS%*/" +":4$%"-%(<%(:'%*(-&"1H \%
"7"53%0™"1+3%+(%1(1&'(<,+%('0"1,U"+,(13%5%$5,*"+$5%+(%&'(+$*+,10%.,*/,0"123%4"156%7"+$'%"15%",'J

N4+/(:0/%7$%&' (#,5$%0" 1+3%H3$"™ T(:15%+(%3:&&('+%$1#,'(1-$1+"4%$<<('+36%(1*$%&S'%HS" %7$%"7"5%(:'%
4"0$3+%0"1+3%+/'(:0/%"%3,01"+:'$%&'(0"-%W1(71%"3%+/$%M4" 1$+%N7"53J%Q/$3$%"7""53%& ' (#,5$%"3%
-*/%"3%BCDEGEEEY%+(%+7(%('%-('$%.,*/,0"1%1(1&'(<,+36%-:1,*,&"4,+,$36%('%+'",;"4%0(#$'1-$1+3%

*(=-, ++$5%+(%,-&'(#,10%+/$%$1#,' (1-$1+%+/'(:0/%&' () $*+3%"15%&' (0™-3%-+/"+%/"#$%4(10 T+$'-%
$1%$<,+3J

,JA%C/'1&-20

9,1*$%4":1*/,10%+/$%&'(0"-%, 1%CESX6%7$2#$%
&'(#,5$35%-('$%+/"1%BRID%-,44,(1%,1%0"1+3%+(%
M4"1$+9%6N7"53%7,11$'3J%>$+23%4((W%"+%"%&"3+Y
7,11$'K

Q/$9%R4/@)73($234(*8%%'-@/$,'/$','-.).$'S
%8&'()*$+,'-.$1($!"AS$ +(%3:&&("+%, +BHH%

&' (*(%+' (Yo-$.(0*H% #1%62*33"#0/4%
SHE'6SISHI%NT(*8SNY%  +(%'$3+('$%3$13,+ #$%
*("3+"4%5:1$%"15%1$"3/('$%/";,+"+3%"4(10%
>"W$%.,*/,0"1%7/,4$%3+'$10+/$1,10%4(10 T+$'-%
*(--:1,+H%3+$7"53/,&J

Q/3%&'()$*+%3:&&('+3%'$3+("'+,(1%(<%1"+,#$%
5:1$%"15%<("$3+06#$0$+"+,(16%3+";,4,U"+,(1%(<%
$'(5$5%"$"36%"15%'$- (#"4%(<%,1#"3,#$%3&$*,$3%
+/"+%+/'$"+$1%/";,+"+%Y:"4,+H%"15%:;,(5,#%$'3,+HI%
Z$3+("+,(1%"*+,#,+,$3%"$%&", $5%7 ,+/%#(4:1+$$'%
3+$7"53/,&%(&&('+:1,+,$3%"15%%$5:*"+,(1"4%
&'(0™--,10%5%$3,01$5%+(%*(11$*+%'$3,5$1+3%
"15%¢#,3,+('3%+(%+/$%$*(4(0,*"4%, -&('+"1*$%(<%
+/$%&""'WJI%%

@1%CECDBY%+/$%&"()$*+%"*/, $#$5%3,01,<,*" T+%(1
+/$%0'(:15%'$3:4+3%, 1*4:5,10%+/$%8&4" 1+,10%(<%
SL6PEE%N-$',*"1%5:1$%0"33%*:4-3%+(%3+";,4,U$%
5:1$3%"15%'$5:*$%$'(3, (1%" 15%+/$%&4" 1+,10%(<%
PER[LY%1"+ #$%+$$3%"15%3/"::3%+(%'$3+('$%<('$3+4
/" +"+3]


https://force4michigan.com/hey-consumers-energy-why-are-you-giving-away-our-money-to-nonprofits/

UYL HHSI& (") +'$5. 8 (") +'/0123*+8.456* _T$

'()*% B)&(+9:$:5<6=")$0>:$?@ ?A$+<$HBOCDEF

B " HSI+J3K 'YL +I3K'2<&)4567$

-.1%0)%&B6)*+.$8) "' (6*$6HSM #6)*+<&6' SN5<$G" IIRE$) &5+<&6'P$G"3+)(&'3$S&3KST4$56.&$U" P
G"PJ.<P$&'$R"(+)$%+V":$N.56'+$R6J'<9

I

I"HHS & ()F'S+,) 8&EE&EEEEEEEEELEELEELEEEEEEEE BB OERBEIOBREEEELEEEELEEEE:
&

"HSI068 () F(+& |

)&&+-./01123145"65 |

"647$8"74#94

I

4,5"6 I:;<=-&)!16>11#7?#8!

7", $&',8"&9+:$,<"+")5&=;,$* |
@<<+A!B:3@!%==)"Ck(<=)

D:!IE=F!86
,)&&+-./01123145"6 |
&

G&()'B:3@!%==)'C+(<¥)1

HOC/ICHES+,/8$">2"@B('&!.+'&)1<0& A(BC(D,)&ES$"*:+&;#&9H:$+ 5(;)&FB5&GAT'&HIJKLH&"5&
@">IN@/(1;C<CJI&+(+1)CK()C(+!=L+&)1131(IIC+M=NC+O!IP)COO0<!<=IC+/K&:<!(+')&; ORI&!:=KC&
N$(55")&,)*&"["B5$;)(B&B:++?)(B,5())@ 'C+<0&!K=//&/IC=+=)!;=+<)=RI=(Q1%G&'" 8"&

9+:$:<"+")58=; $*&G7'9=M)&R(<C+0!<=1<0&!'C/:=MEIB@ @ (<" /% & BEXY &*&5:5,/&
B:/(#:$+&/"<"|@CH "™ $&' 8"P&F/B:),&7;?)5%P&Q$")R?@C&S;N)@A{(/!C'&+<CQC&"".)C+O!

<0&7"* $&' 8"8&27++"$&-"D"5,5(;)&27$<"%&B;)*?B5" *&()&"  $/%&! 2/ % &K TKI

HOC/!)&S.&/<!/K&;CQC;(RRPIC+;R.'&/1!-.<IC/1+=<IRCIC<&'I<=1!(RR!)&;=)"/11:=))&/K=+&+;&111&I=)(+
+=<&/11<&F<I&//(0&/1!(+'1&I(CR;=I1.+C;(<C=+/1&F;0(+O&$;+&F:$(/&HP&KTKIP&5C$;?DC&5C"&
$"@")5&*,5" -&<L &&+1%*3E!(+'(+P1=Q!<0&!Q=RR=LC+0!&+<C<C&/!=)!<0&C)!)&K)&/&+<(<CM&/A

¥umnlU("@"$&0&F@ @ ;B(,5"@&GUOFM
¥d(@5$(B5&V",/5C&4":,$5+")5&W;J&K&GAVAKM

T+MC)=1*(-1U&)MC;&/IC+:/;=(
HOC/IC+:R.'&/1!1-.<IC/1+=<IRCIC<&'I<=A


mailto:jlinderman437@gmail.com
mailto:rvaughn@tir.com

C",/5CP&;$&B;;$*(),5(;,)&N(5C&:$;:"$5%&;N)"$@&;$&D;<"$)+")5,/&,D")B(*@J

DR&(/&!+=<&AI<0C/)&S.&/<RRY @:;) @ (<"&+,5"$(/@&$"D,$*/" @ @&:#&H:$+,5&: $811<(B"
C+:R.'C+0!=QQC;C(R!=)IK&)/=+(RI&I(CRI(::=.+</11<&F<!I&//(O&/1!(+1=<0&)"COC<(R!:=Il.+C;(<C=+
1&1Q=)IK.-RC;I-./C+&/IT!

Y+'&) IA7'&HIIKLIGKNP=.!()&)&S.C)&'I<=1)&/K=+"1<=1<0C/N) & IN(C () &#(<"&GIM&R? @ ()" @®&*,%
)&;&CK<71U0=.R'I("C<C=+(RI<CI&!-&!+&; &/ ()P LI EGH&!&F<&+/C=+=Q!+=<II=) &!<O(+!<&+I[>?\!

- /C+&/"'(P/'C/IK&)IC<<&'1IK)=MC'&"<0(<!L)C<<&+!+=<C;&!=Q!<0&!&F<&+/C=+!(+"1C</N)&(/=+!C/'C/
(N&S.C)&'I-PIR(LT

3Q!P=.l;=+<&+"1<0(<!(+P!K=)<C=+!=Q! (1) &;=)"IC/I1&F&IK<!Q)=I1""C/; R4])&1? @5&$"*,B5&;)/%&5C"&
"0"+:5&:;%5(,)@ (+'")&R&(/&!<0&!N&I(C+'&)1!IK)=MC'C+0!<0&!/K&;CQC;!R&O(R!&F&IK<C=+!)&RC&"
(+'(+H&FKR(+(<C=+!;=+/C/<&+<!UAZE&HIJK\GHW

DR&(/&!IK)=MC'&!<0&1)&S.&/<&")&;=) MCB5S$;)(B&H#;$+,58G34E&;$&:5C"$&@", $BC,R/"&*(D(5,/&
#(I"M+"'&RCM&)!<0&I'MC(1&I (CRIZES+ )\LYAD+,(/JB:+ 7

3Q1<08)&!()&! (+P(//=;C(<&":=I</\&F;&& C+0!]8?1IKR&(/&!K)=MC'&!(!' 4E(EREENS(55")&B: @5&
"@5(+,5"-&Q=)&K)=:&//C+O1!C+!;=IKRC(+;&ACEMHIIKL\ 7

HOC/&S.&/<!;=+;&)+/1(1(<<&)!=QIK.-RC;!0&(R<0/CO+CQC;(+:&!(QQ&;<C+O0!%&'()*(N&!)&/C'&+</!
J&)ITIG&R(P/1=)IC+;=IKR&<&!)&/K=+/&/\LCRR!-&IMC&L-&BNY5(,/&<(;/,5())&:#&A(BC(D,) @&
EX9F&@5,5%5"I(P)&/.R<IC+!Q.)<0&)!Q=)I(RI(;<C=+<=1;=IK&R!;=IKRC(+:&1!(/IK&)IC<<&"!

+'&) IAT'&HIIK\T7

HO(+N!P=.1Q=)!P=.)IK)=IK<!(<<&+<C=+!<=I<0C/!l(<<&) 7IDR&(/&!;=+QC) N &;&CK<!=Q!<0C/)&S.&/<!
C+'C;(<&!<0&!/<(<.<=)PN&/K=+/&!"(k&7

UC+:&)&RP1
I"HHS & () ¥+, |
ACK()C(+):L+&)!=+1%&'()*(N&
"HSI068 () F(+& |

,)&&+-./01123145"65 |
I



mailto:jlinderman437@gmail.com

Cedar Lake Improvement Board
P.O. Box 53
Greenbush, Michigan 48738

November 6, 2025

Mr. Jeffrey Linderman
7729 Cedar Lane
Greenbush, MI 48738

(734) 957-4264
Jlinderman437@gmail.com

Re: Notice of 10-Business-Day Extension
Dear Mr. Linderman:

The Cedar Lake Improvement Board (“the Board”) is in receipt of your FOIA
request dated October 31, 2025. This letter is to advise you that, pursuant to the
Michigan Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”), PA 442 of 1976, as amended, the
Board is invoking the 10-business-day extension to respond to your FOIA
request, as permitted by Section 5(2)(d) of FOIA, MCL 15.235(2)(d).

The Board requires additional time to determine the scope of the records in its
possession that it may need to review to process this request, and the Board
requires additional time to determine what, if any, FOIA exemptions might
apply to the records which may be responsive to this request. The Board will
respond to your request on or before Friday, November 21, 2025.

Chairman, Cedar Lakéfmprovement Boar

cc: Via Email to Jlinderman437@gmail.com



Cedar Lake Improvement Board
P.O. Box 53
Greenbush, Michigan 48738

November 20, 2025

Mr. Jeffrey Linderman
7729 Cedar Lane
Greenbush, MI 48738

(734) 957-4264
Jlinderman437@gmail.com

Re: Response to the FOIA Request (October 31, 2025)
Dear Mr. Linderman:

The Cedar Lake Improvement Board (the “Board”) received your written request, dated October
31,2025, under the Michigan Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”), PA 442 of 1976, as amended.
This letter responds to your FOIA request. As you will recall, the Board previously invoked the
10-business-day extension as permitted under FOIA. Specifically, the Board responds to your
FOIA request as follows:

Request: As a citizen and riparian owner, I am invoking my right to inspect and receive
copies of all written and electronic communications in the possession or control of the
Cedar Lake Improvement Board (CLIB) relating to the discovery of excessively high
E. coli and total coliform levels in Cedar Lake, Alcona County, Greenbush Township,
as identified during the Cedar Lake Summer Vegetation Survey conducted in early
July 2025.

This request specifically includes, but is not limited to, all records, correspondence,
memoranda, notes, text messages, and email communications exchanged from April
1, 2025, through the present date between CLIB and any of the following entities or
their representatives:

. Kieser & Associates (K&A)

. District Health Department No. 2 (DHD2)

. Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE)
. Greenbush Township

. Alcona County

. TIosco County

. Oscoda Township

. Any laboratories involved in testing, including Great Lakes Environmental
Center and Enviro Lab Services in Oscoda

This includes, but is not limited to:

1. All documents and communications referring to or discussing the July 2, 2025, water
sampling and field screening results conducted by Kieser & Associates;
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All communications regarding the August 27, 2025, follow-up sampling and testing;

Any correspondence, discussions, or reports regarding the source of contamination,
potential causes, or remedial actions;

4. Any communication regarding the pending second Kieser & Associates report or the
authorization for DNA testing;

S. Any internal or external communications concerning public notification, risk to
human health, or coordination with property owners or governmental agencies.

Response: This request is GRANTED in part and DENIED in part. This request is granted
in part, to the extent the Board possesses any non-exempt public records
that are reasonably responsive to this request. This request is denied in part
to the extent that the Board does not possess any public records that are
reasonably responsive to one or more of the specific line items set forth in
the request, but the specific line items for which no responsive public
records exist will not be known until the Board’s records have been
assembled and examined—at which time the Board will certify to the lack
of responsive public records. This request is further denied in part to the
extent that any one or more responsive public records are covered (in whole
or in part) by any exemption under the FOIA, including but not limited to
the personal privacy exemption (MCL 15.243(1)(a)), the attorney work-
product exemption (MCL 15.243(1)(d)), the attorney-client privilege
exemption (MCL 15.243(1)(g)), and the advisory communications
exemption (MCL 15.243(1)(m)). The Board reserves the right to rely upon
all such additional exemptions when all the responsive public records have
been identified and examined.

Some of the public records responsive to your request can be found (at
present) on the Board’s websites, at: https://cedarlakeib.org/meetings/ and
at https.//cedarlakewmp.net/monitoring-reports.

Given the broad nature of your request and the fact that the Board does not employ any paid staff
members capable of fulfilling this request, it will take the Board a significant amount of time to
compile and review the documents responsive to this request, including the separation of any
exempt from non-exempt public records. Therefore, the Board estimates that it will take the Board
until approximately January 31, 2026, to fulfill your FOIA request.

Notice of Rights

If you disagree with the Board’s response regarding this matter, pursuant to FOIA, you are hereby
advised and put on notice of your rights to do either of the following:

¢)) You can submit a written appeal to the Lake Board. That appeal must be in writing,

must contain the word “appeal,” and must identify the reason or reasons for the reversal of
the disclosure denial.
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2 You may seek judicial review of the denial under Section 10 of FOIA. You are
further advised of the right to receive attorney fees and damages as provided in Section 10
of FOIA if, after judicial review, the Circuit Court determines that the Board has not
complied with Section 5 of FOIA and orders disclosure of all or a portion of a public record.

Section 5(8) of FOIA also states that if the Board denies in whole or in part a request to inspect or
receive a copy of a public record or portion of a public record, the requesting party may do either
of the following:

(@) Appeal the denial to the head of the public body pursuant to Section 10 of FOIA.
(b) Commence an action in Circuit Court, pursuant to Section 10 of FOIA.

Six?cﬁel;

- %
Cedar Lake Improvement Board

Chairman & FOIA Coordinator

cc: Via Email to Jlinderman437@gmail.com
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Cedar Lake Improvement Board
P.O. Box 53
Greenbush, Michigan 48738

December 30, 2025

Mr. Jeffrey Linderman
7729 Cedar Lane
Greenbush, MI 48738

(734) 957-4264 |
Jlinderman437@gmail.com

Re: Receipt of FOIA Appeal Submission (December 21, 2025)
Dear Mr. Linderman:

This letter is to acknowledge the Cedar Lake Improvement Board’s (the “CLIB”) receipt
of your Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”) Appeal, submitted via email on
December 21, 2025, concerning your FOIA request dated October 31, 2025. Please note
that the governing Lake Board for the CLIB is considered the “head of the public body”
for purposes of hearing and deciding an appeal brought under FOIA, pursuant to MCL
15.240 and MCL 15.240a. Therefore, a FOIA appeal filed with the CLIB is considered
“received” as of the first regular meeting of the board responsible for ruling on the
appeal. See MCL 15.240(3) and MCL 15.240a(3).

Accordingly, your appeal will be added as an agenda item for the Lake Board’s next
regularly scheduled meeting on February 20, 2026. Thank you for your attention to this
matter.

Sincerely

Rex Vaughn

Cedar Lake Improvement Board
Chairman & FOIA Coordinator

cc: Via Email to:
Jeff Linderman, Jlinderman437@gmail.com
Carolyn Brummund, corummund®@alconacounty.gov
Jesse Campbell, manager@alconacrc.com
Dave Dailey, patndave@charter.net
Fred Strauer, ioscodrain2@ioscocounty.org
Terry Dutcher, tdutcher@ioscocounty.org
Adam Cline, Manager@oscodatownshipmi.gov



Cedar Lake Improvement Board
P.O. Box 53
Greenbush, Michigan 48738

February 13, 2026

Mr. Jeffrey Linderman
7729 Cedar Lane
Greenbush, MI 48738

(734) 957-4264
Jlinderman437@gmail.com

Re: Final Response to the FOIA Request
Dear Mr. Linderman:

You submitted a request to the Cedar Lake Improvement Board (the “Board”) under
Michigan’s Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”) on October 31, 2025. The Board is
responding to your request pursuant to the FOIA, Public Act 442 of 1976, accordingly.
The Board is providing the responsive public records to you electronically via a
Dropbox download link (delivered by email), to save expenses for your benefit. If you
would like paper copies of the responsive records provided to you, please let me know
and the Board can provide you with paper copies for a charge.

Your request has been granted in part and denied in part. The Board has granted your
request in part and is responding with all non-exempt public records in its possession
that are reasonably responsive to your request. This request is denied in part to the
extent that some public records have been redacted in part to protect the personal
privacy of certain individuals who are unaffiliated with the Board, as their privacy
interests outweigh the interests of the public disclosure in this instance, pursuant to
MCL 15.243(1)(a). Information about private individuals’ names, personal addresses,
email addresses, phone numbers, and tax parcel identification numbers have been
redacted from twenty-three (23) emails and four (4) text messages, on this basis. Should
the Board discover any additional records which may be responsive to your request in
the future, the Board reserves its rights to review any such additional records for
possible exemptions before disclosing them in response to this request.

Furthermore, some of the public records that are responsive to your request are
available on the Board’s public website(s). Meeting minutes and related information
responsive to your request is available at the following web address:

https:/ / cedarlakeib.org /meetings /. Water monitoring and quality reports are available
at the following web address: https:/ / cedarlakewmp.net/ monitoring-reports.

The Board is not charging you to respond to this FOIA request. The letter constitutes the
Board’s final response to your request, and the Board will consider your request of
October 31, 2025, to be complete.
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Notice of Rights

If you disagree with the Board’s response regarding this matter, pursuant to FOIA, you
are hereby advised and put on notice of your rights to do either of the following:

(1) You can submit a written appeal to the Lake Board. That appeal must be in
writing, must contain the word “appeal,” and must identify the reason or
reasons for the reversal of the disclosure denial.

(2) You may seek judicial review of the denial under Section 10 of FOIA. You are
further advised of the right to receive attorney fees and damages as provided
in Section 10 of FOIA if, after judicial review, the Circuit Court determines
that the Board has not complied with Section 5 of FOIA and orders disclosure
of all or a portion of a public record.

Section 5(8) of FOIA also states that if the Board denies in whole or in part a request to
inspect or receive a copy of a public record or portion of a public record, the requesting
party may do either of the following:

(a) Appeal the denial to the head of the public body pursuant to Section 10 of
FOIA.
(b) Commence an action in Circuit Court, pursuant to Section 10 of FOIA.

Rex Vaughn
Cedar Lake Improvement Board
Chairman & FOIA Coordinator

cc: Via Email to: Jeff Linderman, Jlinderman437@gmail.com
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Dear Members of the Board,

| am writing as a riparian property owner to formally request an explanation regarding
the BoardOs failure to notify affected landowners of unsafeEscherichia coli"(E.lcoli)
levels identibed during the summer of 2025.

As riparian owners, we have a direct and foreseeable exposure to conditions affecting
the waterway, including risks to human health arising from contamination. Timely
disclosure of known health hazards is essential to allow property owners to take
appropriate precautions for the protection of their families, guests, and others who may
reasonably come into contact with the water.

At no point during the relevant period were we provided notice of elevated E.!coli"levels
or advised of any associated health risks. The absence of such notibcation effectively
deprived us of the ability to make informed decisions regarding water use and exposure.
By withholding this information, the Board assumed a decision-making role that properly
belongs to the affected property ownersNnamely, whether and to what extent to accept
the risk to personal and family safety.

Accordingly, we request a written response addressing the following:

1. The dates on which unsafe E.lcoli"levels were identibed;

2. The standards or thresholds used to determine that such levels posed a health
risk;

What notibcation measures, if any, were undertaken during the summer of 2025;
The rationale for not providing direct notice to riparian property owners; and
What policies or procedures will be implemented going forward to ensure timely
and adequate disclosure of similar health risks.

ok ow

Transparency, accountability, and timely communication are fundamental to public trust
and to the BoardOs responsibility to those affected by its oversight. We expect a full and
candid explanation, along with assurances that future health-related information will be
promptly communicated so that property owners may exercise their right to make
informed decisions regarding personal and family safety.

We look forward to your response.



Sincerely,
Todd & Tammi Bennett
4350 E. Cedar Lake Dr
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Dear Members of the CLIB Board,

| am writing to request clear answers regarding the recent E. coli test results for Cedar La
taken on Juli2, 2025, and the BoardOs decision not to inform riparian property owners,
especially given th&levated levels were discovered over a major holiday weekend.

E. coli contamination poses a real public health risk. By not notifying property owners and
users in a timely manner, many people N including families, children, pets, guests, and
neighbors N were unknowingly exposed to potentially unsafe water conditions. This lack ¢
communication is unacceptable and raises serious concerns about how the Board manag
guality issues and protects the community.

To understand what happened, | am requesting responses to the following questions:

1. When were the E. coli test results received?
Please provide specibc dates and times.

2. Who on the Board or staff was notibed of the results, and when?
Identify by name or title.

3. Why were riparian property owners not informed immediately upon receipt of the
results N particularly given that this occurred over a major holiday when lake use
would be high?

What justibcation was used for withholding this information?

4. Were any local health authorities or regulatory agencies contacted? If so, who and
when?

5. What is the BoardOs ofbcial policy for handling public health or water safety risks
such as E. coli?
If a written policy exists, please provide a copy.

6. If no such policy exists, why not?
What standard does the Board use to decide when and how to notify property owne|
the public?

7. Who made the decision not to notify property owners and on what basis?

By failing to communicate this information promptly, the Board put residents, their families



their guests at unnecessary risk. Property owners have a right to know when hazards are
and the Board has a responsibility to act transparently.

| am requesting a thorough and prompt written resgtmeeach of the questions above, along
with all relevant documentation and communications that explain the BoardOs actions.

Thank you N | look forward to receiving your response.

Sincerely,

April Zaitshik

4356 East Cedar Lake Drive
Riparian Owner



